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PURPOSE:
The purpose of this policy is to ensure the proper handling, storage and dispensing of all medications.

PROCEDURE:
1. The facility provides equipment and supplies for the proper handling, storage and dispensing of medications.
2. The Medical Director ensures that pharmaceutical services and facilities are maintained properly.
3. A member of the nursing staff inspects the pharmaceutical storage areas monthly. This inspection is done to ensure that the medications are not expired, improperly packaged or damaged. 
4. Refrigerated drugs are stored at proper temperature and monitored daily.
5. There is a special double locked storage area for the storage of controlled substances which are counted by two licensed professionals at the start and end of every surgery day.
6. All narcotics can be tracked from order to use/destruction. 
7. The Director of Nursing will ensure that emergency drugs, as approved by the medical staff, are in adequate supply and in the designated area.
8. The telephone number of the regional poison control facility is posted in the nurse’s station.
9. The drug transactions of the pharmaceutical service are recorded and correlate with other records in the facility. Pharmaceutical records and security are maintained to assure compliance in dispensing with Federal and STATE regulations.
10. The person that administers a drug will document that the drug was ordered and dispensed to the patient in the patient’s medical record.
11. Oral orders for drugs for immediate administration are followed by a written order by the prescribing practitioner before the patient is discharged.
12. Adverse drug reactions and drug sensitivities are recorded in the patient’s medical record and are reviewed by the quality assessment and performance improvement committee. 
13. The Governing Body reviews the storage and inspection of pharmaceuticals and controlled substances annually.
14. Only medications purchased by the facility will be administered to patients.


