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[bookmark: SpecimenID]POLICY TITLE: SURGICAL SPECIMEN IDENTIFICATION, COLLECTION & HANDLING

POLICY: All surgically removed tissue will be sent to the pathology laboratory, which is contracted by this Facility. The specimens will be properly packaged, labeled and prepared for transport. The Governing Body will identify and approve a list of specimens that will be exempted from pathology review.
PROCEDURE:
1. When removed during the surgical procedure, the specimen will be passed off the sterile field to the circulating R.N. for proper identification, labeling and preparation for transport to the contracted pathology laboratory.

2. The specimen preparation will include:
2.1. The specimen will be placed in the proper container. Formalin or other solution will be added as directed by the pathology laboratory.

3. The specimen container will be labeled and prepared for transport.

4. The information noted on the specimen label will be;
4.1. Patient identification data
4.2. Date of the procedure
4.3. Surgeon’s full name
4.4. Name of the specimen as determined by the surgeon
4.5. Special handling instructions as directed by the surgeon

5. The Facility will retain a copy of the completed requisition for inclusion in the patient’s medical  record.

6. The properly contained specimen, along with the attached requisition, will be taken to the Facility area designated for pick up by the contracted pathology laboratory.

7. All specimen information will be entered into the facility specimen Log.
8. Fresh or Frozen Section Specimens:
8.1. The specimen is placed in the sterile container WITHOUT formalin or as directed by the pathology laboratory.

9. The courier for the contracted pathology laboratory will be contacted for specimen pick up. The lab will be aware of this pick up based on the surgical schedule provided to them.

10. If a case unexpectedly presents with a fresh or frozen section specimen, the lab will be notified immediately.

11. If a fresh or frozen section specimen is anticipated after the schedule is sent, the lab will be called immediately.

12. Sterile Specimens: Sterile specimens will be placed in a sterile specimen container by the surgeon or the surgical technologist.

13. The contracted Pathology Lab will be called for pickup of sterile specimen.

14. Cultures: Appropriate culture collection tube for routine or anaerobic culture will be used.

15. The tube will be labeled appropriately and a completed microbiology request form will be attached.

16. Tissues Exempted From Pathological Review
The following tissues have been exempted from pathological review by approval of the
Governing Body:
16.1. Skin or skin scars
16.2. Orthopedic hardware and associated tissue
16.3. Vaginal mucosa
16.4. Kidney, bladder or gallstones
16.5. IUDs
16.6. Varicose veins
16.7. Arthroscopic shavings from joint cartilage
16.8. Traumatic  debrided tissue
16.9. Foreskin
16.10. Redundant skin and fat from plastic procedures
16.11. Bone or bone chips
16.12. Hair
16.13. Foreign body
16.14. Prosthetic devices
16.15. Liposuction byproducts
16.16. Other tissue as ordered by the physician performing the procedure or surgery
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